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New Hampshire to 1776 
Making Sense of  the Colonial Era 

 

Histories (in chronological order) 

Cotton Mather, Magnalia Christi Americana, or the Ecclesiastical History of New-England from Its First 
Planting in the Year 1620 unto the Year of Lord 1698 (1702) [Internet Archive] 

Jeremy Belknap, The History of New Hampshire (2 vols., 1784) [Internet Archive Vol. 1, Vol. 2, Vol. 3] 

William Hubbard, A General History of New England from the Discovery to MDCLXXX (1848) [Internet 
Archive Part 1, Part 2] 

William Henry Fry, New Hampshire as a Royal Province (1908) [Internet Archive] 

Stackpole, History of New Hampshire (4 vols., 1916) [Vol. 1, Vol. 2, Vol. 3, Vol. 4] 

Jere R. Daniell, Colonial New Hampshire: A History (1981) [Internet Archive (borrow)] 

Compilations 

New Hampshire Provincial and State Papers (40 vols.) [UNH] 

Collections of the Dover, N.H. Historical Society Vol. 1 (1894) [Internet Archive] Note: no further 
volumes were published. 

Laws of New Hampshire (1904-1922) [Internet Archive Vol. 1, Vol. 2, Vol. 3, Vol. 4, Vol. 5, Vol. 6, 
Vol. 7, Vol. 8, Vol. 9, Vol. 10] 

Albert Stillman Batchellor, The Government and Laws of New Hampshire Before the Establishment of the 
Province 1623-1679 (1904) [Internet Archive] 

https://archive.org/details/magnaliachristia00math/page/n3/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/historyofnewhamp84belk/page/n7/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/historyofnewhamp002belk/page/n7/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/historyofnewhamp003belk/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/generalhistoryof01hubb/page/n3/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/generalhistoryof02hubb/page/n3/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/newhampshireasro00frywi/page/n7/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/historyofnewhamp01stac_0/page/n9/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/historyofnewhamp02stac_0/page/n9/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/historyofnewhamp03stac_0/page/n9/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/historyofnewhamp04stac_0/page/n9/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/colonialnewhamps0000dani
https://scholars.unh.edu/propapers/
https://archive.org/details/collectionsofdov01dove/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/lawsofnewhampshi00newh/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/lawsofnewhampshi02newh/page/n7/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/lawsofnewhampshi03newh/page/n7/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/lawsofnewhampshi04newh/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/lawsofnewhampshi05newh/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/lawsofnewhampshi1904newh/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/lawsofnewhampshi07newh/page/n3/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/lawsofnewhampshi08newh/page/n3/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/lawsofnewhampshi09newh/page/n3/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/lawsofnewhampshi10newh/page/n3/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/governmentandla00batcgoog/page/n2/mode/2up
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Collections of the New Hampshire Historical Society (11 vols., 1871-1915) [Internet Archive] 

Pauline Johnson Oesterlin, New Hampshire 1742 Estate List (1994, 2005) 

John Scribner Jenness (ed.), Transcripts of Original Documents in the English Archives Relating to the Early 
History of the State of New Hampshire (2 parts, 1876) [Internet Archive Part 1, Part 2] 

Journals 

Granite Monthly (1877-1936) 

Historical New Hampshire (1944-present) 

New Hampshire Genealogical Record (1903-1910, 1990-present) 

Register of the New England Historic Genealogical Society (1847-present) 

Old Norfolk County 

David C. Dearborn,  “The Old Norfolk County Records,” Essex Genealogist, Vol. 3 (1983), pp. 194-6. 

David Pulsifer’s 1852 copy of the first four volumes of Old Norfolk County records, including 
deeds and probate, has been microfilmed as “Records of the county of Norfolk, in the colony of 
Massachusetts” (FHL 873020, 873021, and 873022) [FamilySearch] 

“Old Norfolk County Records,” Essex Antiquarian, Vol. 1, No. 2 (1897) and serialized over issues 
through 1909, contains deeds from 1639-1675 [FamilySearch] 

See also volumes 31-39 of the New Hampshire Provincial and State Papers, which includes transcripts of 
will from residents of the four New Hampshire towns during this period. 

Church 

William Copeley, “Church Records at the New Hampshire Historical Society,” Historical New 
Hampshire, Vol. 39, Nos. 3-4 (Fall-Winter, 1984), pp. 152-159 

Edwin Scott Gaustad, The Great Awakening in New England (1957) [Internet Archive (borrow)] 

New Hampshire Historical Records Project, Guide to Church Vital Statistics Records in New Hampshire 
(1942) [FamilySearch] 

https://archive.org/search?query=%22collections+of+the+new+hampshire+historical+society%22
https://archive.org/details/transcriptsofori00jenn_0/page/n3/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/transcriptsfroma00jennrich/page/n3/mode/2up
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/206860
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/53754
https://archive.org/details/greatawakeningin0000gaus/page/n5/mode/2up
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/510780-guide-to-church-vital-statistics-records-in-new-hampshire
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Newspapers 

New Hampshire Gazette [LoC Chronicling America] 

Town Histories 

Dover 
John Scales (ed.), Historical Memoranda Concerning Persons and Places in Old Dover, N.H. (1900) [Internet 
Archive] 

Mary P. Thompson, Landmarks in Ancient Dover, New Hampshire (1892) [Internet Archive] 

George Wadleigh, Notable Events in the History of Dover New Hampshire from the First Settlement in 1623 to 
1865 (1913) [Internet Archive] 

Exeter 
Charles H. Bell, History of the Town of Exeter New Hampshire (1888) [Internet Archive] 

Hampton 
Geroge Freeman Sanborn, Jr. and Melinde Lutz Sanborn, Vital Records of Hampton, New Hampshire to 
the End of the Year 1900 ( 2 vols. 1992) [Internet Archive (borrow) Vol. 1, Vol. 2] 

Joseph Dow, History of the Town of Hampton New Hampshire from Its Settlement in 1638 to the Autum of 
1892 (2 vols., 1893) [Internet Archive Vol. 1, Vol. 2] 

Portsmouth 
Charles W. Brewster, Rambles About Portsmouth : Sketches of Persons, Localities and Incidents of Two 
Centuries (2 vols. 1859-1869) [Internet Archive Vol. 1, Vol. 2] 

William Copeley, Index of Genealogies in New Hampshire Town Histories (2000) 

Other Topics 

Roy Hidemichi Akagi, The Town Proprietors of the New England Colonies: (1963) [Internet Archive] 

Viola Florence Barnes, The Dominion of New England: A Study in British Colonial Policy (1923) [Internet 
Archive] 

Josiah Henry Benton, Warning Out in New England, 1656-1817 (1911) [Internet Archive] 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers/?state=New+Hampshire&ethnicity=&language=
https://archive.org/details/historicalmemora00scal/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/historicalmemora00scal/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/landmarksinancie00thom/page/n7/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/notableeventsinh00wadle/page/n9/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/historyoftownofe00bell/page/n9/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/vitalrecordsofha01sanb
https://archive.org/details/historyoftownofh00dowj/page/n3/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/vitalrecordsofha02sanb
https://archive.org/details/ramblesaboutport01brew/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/ramblesaboutport02brew/page/n7/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/townproprietorso00akag_0/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/dominionofneweng00barn/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/dominionofneweng00barn/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/warningoutinnewe00josi/page/n5/mode/2up
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David A. Cobb, New Hampshire Maps to 1900: An Annotated Checklist (1981) 

William Copeley, Scotch-Irish Settlers in New Hampshire, 1719-1776, Historical New Hampshire,  Vol. 
50, No. 3-4 (Fall-Winter 1995), pp. 213-228 

George C. Gilmore, Roll of New Hampshire Men at Louisburg, Cape Breton, 1745 (1896) [Internet 
Archive] 

Scott E. Green, Directory of Repositories of Family History in New Hampshire (1993) 

William Haller, The Puritan Frontier: Town-Planting in New England Colonial Development 1630-1660 
(1951) 

Otis Grant Hammond, Tories of New Hampshire in the War of the Rebellion (1917) [Internet Archive] 

Douglas Edward Leach, The Northern Colonial Frontier 1607-1763 (1966) 

Joseph J. Malone, Pine Trees and Politics: The Naval Stores and Forest Policy in Colonial New England 1691-
1775 (1964) [Internet Archive (borrow)] 

John Frederick Martin, Profits in the Wilderness: Entrepreneurship and the Founding of New England Towns in 
the Seventeenth Century (1991) [Internet Archive (borrow)] 

Lois Kimball Mathews, The Expansion of New England (1909) [Internet Archive] 

New Hampshire Historical Records Survey Project, Guide to Depositories of Manuscript Collections in the 
United States: New Hampshire (1940) [Internet Archive] 

Noyes, Libby, and Davis, Genealogical Dictionary of Maine and New Hampshire (1928-39, 2012) [Internet 
Archive (borrow)] 

Charles Henry Pope, The Pioneers of Maine and New Hampshire, 1623 to 1660 (1908) [Internet Archive] 

C.E. Potter, The Military History of the State of New Hampshire from Its Settlement in 1623 to the Rebellion in 
1861 (1866) 

A.H. Quint (ed.), Journal of the Rev. John Pike of Dover, N.H. (1876) [Internet Archive] 

Maurice H. Robinson, “A History of Taxation in New Hampshire,” Publications of the American 
Economic Association, Vol. 3 No. 3 (Aug. 1902), pp. 1-226 [JSTOR] 

https://archive.org/details/rollofnewhampshi00newh/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/rollofnewhampshi00newh/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/toriesofnewhamps00hamm/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/pinetreespolitic0000malo/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/profitsinwildern00mart/page/n7/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/expansionofnewen00roserich/page/n7/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/062-museum-manuscript-depositories/page/n3/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/genealogicaldict0000noye
https://archive.org/details/genealogicaldict0000noye
https://archive.org/details/pioneersofmainen00pope/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/journalofrevjohn00pike/page/n5/mode/2up
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2485865
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Wilbur H. Siebert, The Loyalist Refugees and New Hampshire (1916) [Internet Archive] 

Abbot Emerson Smith, Colonists in Bondage: White Servitude and Convict Labor in America 1607-
1776 (1947) [Internet Archive (borrow)] 

Joseph Burbeen Walker, New Hampshire’s Five Provincial Congresses (1905) [Internet Archive] 

Ralph Stuart Wallace, “The Scotch-Irish of Provincial New Hampshire” (unpublished dissertation, 
UNH 1984) [UNH] 

Emma Lewis Coleman, New England captives carried to Canada : between 1677 and 1760 during the French 
and Indian Wars (2008) [Internet Archive (borrow)] 

Online Resources 

“Index to early town records, New Hampshire, early to 1850” (Sargent Index)  [FamilySearch] 

New Hampshire Old Graveyard Association [website] 

Archives 

British Archives [website] 

Congregational Library and Archives [website] 

Massachusetts Historical Society [website] 

Massachusetts State Archive [website] 

New England Quaker Archive at UMASS Amherst [website] 

New Hampshire Historical Society [website] 

New Hampshire State Library [website] 

New Hampshire State Archives [website] 

Portsmouth Atheneum [website] 

UNH Special Collections [website] 

Also, be sure to check the many local historical societies [website] 

https://archive.org/details/loyalistrefugees00siebrich/page/n3/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/colonistsinbonda0000abbo_c4g8/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/newhampfivepro00walkrich/page/n1/mode/2up
https://scholars.unh.edu/dissertation/1432/
https://archive.org/details/newenglandcaptiv0000cole
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/310817
http://www.nhoga.com/
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/results/r?_dss=range&_ed=1900&_q=%22New%20Hampshire%22&_sd=1500
https://www.congregationallibrary.org/
https://www.masshist.org/
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/archives/archives.htm
http://scua.library.umass.edu/category/religion/quakers/
https://www.nhhistory.org/
https://www.nhsl.dncr.nh.gov/
https://www.sos.nh.gov/archives-and-records-management/archives-and-records-management/archives-and-records-management-0-0
https://portsmouthathenaeum.org/
https://library.unh.edu/find/archives/collections
https://www.historicalsocietiesnh.com/members
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