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Waylon!:  Even More Awesome  

By: Sarah Pennypacker 

Waylon thinks most problems can be 

solved with science. But when it comes to 

having to share a dog with Baxter Boylen, 

science may not be very helpful.  Baxter is the closest 

thing to a juvenile delinquent Waylon has ever met. He's 

always getting called to Principal Rice's office, and now 

he's even having meetings with the chief of police. At 

least the two boys can visit their dog, Dumpster Eddy, 

while they're at the station. Eddy is behind bars in the 

Stray Animals' Lock-up.  When a new Animal Control 

officer takes over, it looks as though the dog's days are 

numbered. Waylon comes up with a science-y plan to 

save Eddy, but can he trust Baxter to help him carry it 

out? 

 

The Unlucky Lottery Winners of 

Classroom 13 

By: Honest Lee and Matthew J. 

Gilbert 

When unlucky teacher Ms. Linda LaCrosse wins the 

lottery, she shares her winnings with her class--giving 

each student over a BILLION DOLLARS!  You might 

think this was nice, but it was not. It was a nasty idea. 

With great money comes awful allergies, terrible taxes, 

violent volcanoes, and other pesky problems. As the 

students of Classroom 13 are about to learn, winning the 

lottery is not always lucky. 

 

Compass South 

By: Hope Larson 

It's 1860 in New York City. When 12-year-

old twins Alexander and Cleopatra's 
father disappears, they join the Black 

Hook Gang and are caught by the police pulling off a 

heist. They agree to reveal the identity of the gang in 

exchange for tickets to New Orleans. But once there, Alex 

is shanghaied to work on a ship that is heading for San 

Francisco via Cape Horn. Cleo stows away on a steamer 

to New Granada where she hopes to catch a train to San 

Francisco to find her brother. Neither Alexander nor Cleo 

realizes the real danger they are in-they are being 

followed by pirates who think they hold the key to 

treasure. How they outwit the pirates and find each other 

makes for a fast-paced, breathtaking adventure. 

 

Balderdash! John Newbery 

By: Michelle Markel 

This rollicking and fascinating 

picture book biography chronicles the life of the first 
pioneer of children's books—John Newbery himself. 

While most children's books in the 18th century 

contained lessons and rules, John Newbery imagined 

them overflowing with entertaining stories, science, and 

games. He believed that every book should be made for 

the reader's enjoyment. Newbery—for whom the 

prestigious Newbery Medal is named—became a 

celebrated author and publisher, changing the world of 

children's books forever. This book about his life and 

legacy is as full of energy and delight as any young 

reader could wish. 

 

The Year of the Garden 

By: Andrea Chen 

When Anna is gifted a copy of The Secret 

Garden, it inspires her to follow her 

dreams—maybe she can plant ivy and 

purple crocuses and the birds will come. 

Or maybe what grows from her dream of a garden is 

even better: friendship. And friendship, like a garden, 

often has a mind of its own.  In this prequel to The Year of 

the Book, join Anna in a year of discovery, new 

beginnings, friendships, and growth. 

Eagle in the Snow 

By: Michael Morpurgo 

England, 1940. Barney’s home has 

been destroyed by bombing, and he 

and his mother are traveling to the 

countryside when German planes 

attack. Their train is forced to take 
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shelter in a tunnel and there, in the darkness, a stranger― 

a fellow passenger―begins to tell them a story about two 

young soldiers who came face to face in the previous 

war. One British, one German. Both lived, but the British 

soldier was haunted by the encounter once he realized 

who the German was: the young Adolf Hitler.  The 

British soldier made a moral decision. Was it the right 

one? Readers can ponder that difficult question for 

themselves with Michael Morpurgo's latest middle-grade 

novel An Eagle in the Snow. 

 

Calpurnia Tate, Girl Vet: Counting 

Sheep 

By: Jaqueline Kelly 

When Callie and Granddaddy go 

exploring by the river, Callie discovers 

a leaf covered with spots. Those spots, 

it turns out, are eggs, and those eggs become butterflies. 

One of her newly hatched butterflies has a problem, 

though―its wing is broken. Can Callie find a way to help 

this butterfly fly? Mother's prize sheep, Snow White, is 

pregnant and about to give birth. With Dr. Pritzker off 

helping a colicky horse, it falls to Callie to deliver the 

lamb. Callie takes the situation in hand, bringing the 

lamb into the world―and getting her fair due from 

Mother! 

Wish Tree 

By: Katherine Applegate 

Trees can't tell jokes, but they can 

certainly tell stories. . . . Red is an oak tree 

who is many rings old. Red is the 

neighborhood "wishtree"―people write their wishes on 

pieces of cloth and tie them to Red's branches. Along 

with a crow named Bongo and other animals who seek 

refuge in Red's hollows, this wishtree watches over the 

neighborhood.   You might say Red has seen it all. Until a 

new family moves in. Not everyone is welcoming, and 

Red's experience as a wishtree is more important than 

ever. Funny, deep, warm, and nuanced, this is Katherine 

Applegate at her very best―writing from the heart, and 

from a completely unexpected point of view. 

 

Cody and the Rules of Life 

By: Tricia Springstubb 

In Cody’s life, many things are hard to 

predict. Like why her older brother, 

Wyatt, is obsessed with his new bicycle 

called the Cobra, or why her best friend 

Pearl suddenly wants to trade favorite toys. Pearl says 

she will trust Cody with Arctic Fox because Cody is a 

trusty person. But Cody doesn’t want to give up her 

beloved Gremlin, and she regrets it as soon as she hands 

him over. When the Cobra goes missing, Cody has to 

decide for herself who is trusty and who is not. If only 

she had Gremlin to talk to! Surely Pearl wouldn’t mind if 

she secretly traded back . . . it’s not stealing if it belonged 

to you in the first place, right? 

The Night Garden 

By: Polly Horvath  

From Newbery Honor and National Book 

Award–winning author Polly Horvath is 

this magical middle-grade novel about a 

garden that grants wishes. It is World 

War II, and Franny and her parents, Sina and Old Tom, 

enjoy a quiet life on a farm on Vancouver Island. Franny 

writes, Sina sculpts, and Old Tom tends to their many 

gardens―including the ancient, mysterious night garden. 

Their peaceful life is interrupted when their neighbor, 

Crying Alice, begs Sina to watch her children while she 

goes to visit her husband at the military base because she 

suspects he’s up to no good. Soon after the children move 

in, letters arrive from their father that suggest he's about 

to do something to change their lives; and appearances 

from a stubborn young cook, UFOs, hermits, and ghosts 

only make life stranger. Can the forbidden night garden 

that supposedly grants everyone one wish help them all 

out of trouble? And if so, at what cost? The Night Garden 

is a poignant and hilarious story from acclaimed 

children's author Polly Horvath. 


