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In recent weeks the Dover Police Department has received numerous reports from Dover 
residents regarding a telephone scam that targets older people and is commonly referred 
to as the “Grandparents’ scam.”   
 
In this unfortunately all-too-common scam, a telephone caller will claim to be a younger 
relative, and will request money to be wired to them at an out of state, or even out of 
country location.  The scammer will often claim to have been arrested for drunken 
driving or as the result of some sort car accident.  The caller will often claim the money is 
needed for bail or for a public defender.   
 
It should be noted that legitimate public defenders do not require cash payments. 
 
The Dover Police Department wishes for citizens to be aware of such scam calls.  If a 
citizen needs to verify arrest of a relative, even out of state, they can contact the Dover 
Police Department or their local police department for assistance. 
 
Dover residents who have already been victimized by such a scam are urged to report it 
to the Dover Police Department.  People outside of Dover should contact their local 
police department. 
 
Media inquiries concerning this case can be directed to Lt. Brant Dolleman of the Dover 
Police Department at 603-742-4646 or b.dolleman@dover.nh.gov. 
 


