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Where are we now - 2015
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Dover grew by 3,103 persons between 2000 and 2010 making it the fastest
growing community in the region during that time, by absolute numbers.




Changes Since 2007 Land Use Chapter

Regulatory:

o Elimination of density bonus allowances for Open Space Subdivisions, as they became mandatory and
no longer optional in many residential districts.

o Creation of the first Form Based Code in Northern New England for downtown.
o Creation of a Transit Oriented Development sub-district of the Central Business District

o Expanded residential Transfer of Development Rights opportunities to include a “land bank” as
opposed to a market driven model.

o Expanded industrial Transfer of Development Rights opportunities to include commercial zones.
o Expanded area of the City where farming is an allowed use to pre-1979 levels.

o Made pervious surfaces mandatory in projects where there is over 1.5 acres of paving.

o Adopted a downtown Tax Increment Finance District.

o Strengthened site and building design by revising the Architectural Design Guidelines and making
them Standards.

o Updated definitions for elderly care facilities.
o Encouraged Mixed Use as an incentive to Commercial Development

o Encouraged Mixed Use at appropriate locations along major corridors to encourage transit use and
pedestrian activities.

o Restricted allowed residential uses in non-residential zones to be limited to the second floor or above.

o Adopted a special exception criteria to allow small non-residential uses to be located in existing
residential neighborhoods.

o Changed setbacks so retail buildings front directly on a sidewalk with no setback, and revised zoning
so all buildings are at least two stories tall and of a mixed use in the CBD and CWD zones.

o Revised allowances to construct on steep slopes and updated the Conservation District zoning
regulations to be consistent with the Comprehensive Shoreland Protection Act.




Changes Since 2007 Land Use Chapter

Development:
o Liberty Mutual expanded its campus adding a second 200,000 square foot building.
The Children’s Museum of New Hampshire moved to downtown Dover.

o Wentworth Douglas Hospital expanded its campus with a 150,000 square foot building, as well as
100,000 square foot outpatient building on Indian Brook Drive.

o Conceptual approval of 100 acre mixed use development between Dover Point Road and Middle
Road.
o FW Webb expanded its presence from 34,000 to 100,000 square feet.

o Conversion of 120,000 square feet of office space to 120 residential units in Cochecho Millworks
downtown.

o Conversion of 50,000 square feet of warehouse to 42 residential units in Woodbury Mill downtown.

o Redevelopment of 100,000 square foot former school into the McConnell Center Social Service Hub
downtown.

o Redevelopment of 120,000 square foot Moore Business Forms building into an manufacturing
incubator space.

o Redevelopment of 270,000 square foot Goss Manufacturing building into an office and manufacturing
space.

o Redevelopment of First Street parking lot to mixed use building with 7,000 square feet of commercial
and 32 units of residential.




Housing by Type
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Dover has a smaller percentage of single family units and mobile
homes than the County, and a higher percentage of multi-family units.

This variety gives the city a greater diversity of housing.



Dover first adopted a Master Plan in 1963, and
since that time has evolved from a community
centered on manufacturing to a city boasting a
reemerging downtown and varied housing
opportunities. The residents of Dover have
created a vision for a dynamic community with
an outstanding quality of life that is dependent
on the actions taken in regards to land use.



Where are we going —
Future Land Use



Downtown:
- The majority of future development should be located in or near downtown.

- Continue to encourage in-fill and mixed -use development with in a 2 mile or so
of the downtown core.

Waterfront Area:

- Potential for a major mixed -use development on the city’s former public works
site on the river.

- This development effort has the potential to compliment other redevelopment
efforts in the downtown while providing greater public access to the river.

Advanced Manufacturing Cluster:

- Encourage higher densities in the existing industrial and business parks.

- Promote a wider range of uses that mix office, retail, distribution and fabrication
activities

Low Density Residential:

- Continue to promote lower density residential zoning (e .g. conservation
subdivisions) and promote agricultural uses along with land conservation
measures.

- Continue to identify and purchase conservation easements on properties with
critical natural resources.



Medium Density Residential:

- Encourage residential development at a moderate density on smaller lots served by
municipal water and sewer. Many of these areas already have established
neighborhoods.

- Continue to identify and purchase conservation easements on properties with critical
natural resources.

- Review Open Space Subdivision requirements to promote usage of that development
technique.

High Density Residential:

- Continue to promote higher density suburban development for a mix of residential
types. Some commercial and office uses may be allowed in the areas closer to
downtown.

- Review Open Space Subdivision requirements to ensure context sensitivity.
Mixed Use:

- Encourage a mix of residential and commercial uses that are compatible with each
other in areas outside of the downtown area.

Retail Corridor:

- Continue to promote retail and commercial development along highway corridors and
encourage redevelopment with more attractive buildings and parking areas that
contain green drainage infrastructure and attractive landscaping.



Downtown:
+ The majority of future development should be located in or near downtown.
« Continue to encourage in-fill and mixed -use development with in a % mile or so
of the downtown core.

Waterfront Area:
+ Potential for a major mixed-use development on the city’s foermer public works
site on the river.
* The development effort has the potential to complement other redevelopment
efforts in the dewntown while providing greater access to the river.

Advanced Manufacturing Cluster:

« Encourage higher densities in the existing industrial and business parks.

» Promote a wide r range of uses that mix office, retail, distribution and fabrication
activities

Low Density Residential:
+ Continue to promote lower density residential zening (e .g. conservation
ivisi -and promote agri uses along with land conservation

measures.
+ Continue to identify and purchase
critical natural resources.

Mixed Use:
.

a mix of jal and uses that are compatible with
each other in areas outside of the downtown area

Retail Corridor:
» Continue to promote retail and commercial development along highway corridors.
and encourage redevelopment with more attractive buildings and parking areas
that contain green drainage infrastructure and landscaping.

Medium Density Residential:

+ Encourage residential development at a moderate density on smaller lots served
by municipal water and sewer. Many of these areas already have established
neighborhoods.

Continue to identify and purchase i on ies with
critical natural resources.

Review Open Space Subdivision requirements to promote usage of that
development technique.

.

High Density Residential:
« Continue to promote higher density suburban for a mix of residential types. Some
commercial and office uses may be allowed in the areas closer to downtown.
Review Open Space ivisi i to ensure context itivi
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Implementing the Vision

e This Future Land Use section of the Master
Plan provides a direction for guiding land use
change and community development efforts.

 The following implementation program is
intended to bring about the Vision for Dover.



Dover will be a dynamic and sustainable community—a
desirable place to live and work with family friendly
neighborhoods, a vibrant historic downtown, a variety of
housing opportunities, excellent schools and municipal
services, an economic base with stable, well-paying
employers and a place served by a variety of
transportation types and systems. We will also preserve
its rural character through preservation of its natural
resources as well as its cultural and architectural heritage
for current and future generations. We envision a diverse
community that promotes social, cultural, and
recreational opportunities for all age groups.



Land Use

Goal/Action Priority Responsibility Chapter
Reference
Land Use Goal | Build a sustainable community that allows for modest growth of residential, commercial and industrial
development compatible with Dover’s historic urban and rural character.
Objective LU 1 | Make Dover’s downtown a vibrant and livable focal point for the aty and region that 1s alive with a wide vanety of retail, Vision Bullet
dining, entertainment, cultural opportunities and a rux of housing choices. #2, page 3
LUL1 Redevelop the aty-owned Cochecho waterfront parcel through a public-private Short Cochecho Watertront | Pages 24 & 29
partnership with a mix of uses that is consistent with the goals and elements of Development
the 2005 Waterfront Charrette. Advisory Comimittee,
DHA, City Counail
LU 12 Actively encourage development and redevelopment of the urban core through Immediate Planning Department | Vision Action
regulatory and non-regulatory means. Such development should provide and ongoing Bullet #5,
opporturities for a mux of retail, office, service and residential uses. page 4
LU L3 Forge public-private partnerships to redevelop vacant or underutihized city owned | Immediate Planning Department | Vision Action
parcels and ongoing Bullet #5,
page 4
LU 14 Adopt regulations mcluding architectural and landscape design standards to Short Planning Board Vision Action
ensure qwﬂil.}r, ]’lii‘it(Jf‘iCﬁ."‘:;' ﬂ.[)[)r{]-priu.t.e bu_il(lir]g desigﬂ, Bullet £#9,
page 5
Objective LU 2 | Enhance the quality of Dover’s natural environment by ensuring long-term protection, conservation and resiliency of its Vision Action
ecological and water resources, shorelines, open space, and wildhife. Bullet 5,
page 4
LUu21 Explore various options {urban growth boundary, conservation easerment Short Planning Board, Vision Action
acquisitions, density transfer credits, etc.) for preserving the remaining rural areas Conservation Bullet #7,
of the communmity. Comrmission page 4
Luz2 Revise regulations to ensure that low impact storm water facilities, natural Short Planning Board, Page 26
resource protection, and other ecological approaches to land use change are Conservation
required through development review. Commission
Lu2s3 Revise regulations to add incentives to use certified high performance green Short Planning Board Page 27
buildings.
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Goal/Action Priority Responsibility Chapter
Reference
LU 24 Review subdivision regulations and revise tools to guide land use change in rural Short and Planning Board, Vision Action
areas to contimue clustening of new development at higher densities, ongoing Conservation Bullet #7,
Comrmission page 4
LU25 Create a provision in the subdivision regulations that requires a minimum of a Short and Planning Board Page 25
pedestnan connection between developments to improve transportation options ongoing
and reduce vehicle 1ri}')5.
LU2.6 Continme the identification and purchase of conservation easements and fee title Ongoing Conservation Pages 27 8 29
on properties with critical natural resources. Comrmussion and
Open Lands
Committee
Lu2z Review the recommendations related to climate change adaptation from the New | Ongoing and | Planning Board, City Page 27
England Climate Adaptation Project reports and any subsequent efforts and short Counail, Community
incorporate, where appropnate, action items. Services
Objective LU 3 | Encourage multi-modal transportation options that are integrated with Dover’s land use program and policies Vision Action
Bullets #4 &
5, page 5
LU3.1 Implement the recommendations from the Downtown Pedestrian and Vehicular | Short, City Counail Page 7
Access and Streetscape Study for transportation infrastructure and streetscape intermediate,
improvements in the downtown and long
LU 3.2 Implement the new complete streets 7 green streets policy in the Dover to Short and Planning Department Pages 25 & 26
encourage multi-modal designs and low impact development stormwater intermediate | and Community

solutions.

Services




Economic Development

Goal/Action Priority Responsibility Chapter
Reference
Economic Dover attracts and retains stable, well-paying employers because it is business friendly and has a high quality of
Development life.
Goal
Objective ED 1 | Grow an innovative economuc base that attracts and retains stable employers that contribute to a high quality of life, Vision Bullet
#6, page 3
ED 1.1 Continue to work closely with existing and potential new employers who will Ongoing DBIDA Vision Action
provide stable, quality jobs to Dover area residents. Bullet #11,
page 5
ED 1.2 Investigate ways to grow the City's economic base utilizing existing and new Ongoing DEIDA Vision Action
office /industrial spaces that are appropriately located and consistent with the Bullet #12,
master plan vision for Daover. page 5
ED 1.3 Investigate redevelopment options for the existing industrial park areas. This Intermediate | DBIDA Pages 23, 24,
would include the Pre-1990s parks Croshy Road, Industrial Park Drive, Sumner & 29
Drive, and Progress Drive,
ED 1.4 Identify sites and construct new business/industrial parks as market demand Ongoing DBIDA Vision Action
dictates. Bullet #12,
page 5
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Housing

Goal/Action Priority Responsibility Chapter
Reference
Housing Goal | Provide opportunities for a balanced supply of safe, affordable and attractive housing for individuals and families
of all ages and incomes.
H11 Work with the Dover Housing Authonty and others to track housing inventory Ongoing Dover Housing Vision Action
to be sure there are enough units to continue to meet Dover’s housing needs. Authonty and Bullet #2,
Planning Department | page 4
H12 Establish partnerships with developers to provide creative regional solutions Short Planning Department | Vision Action
which promote a diversity of housing development that keeps pace with changes Bullet #2,
in population and job growth, page 4
H13 Develop educational material for advocacy about regional housing issues. Short Planning Department | Vision Action
Bullet #2,
page 4
H 14 Encourage in-fill development and adaptive re-use projects that incorporate a Ongoing Planning Board and Pages 19, 20
residential component. DEIDA & 29
H15 Consider density bonuses for small homes (below 1,000 square feet) and other Short Planning Board Pages 19 & 20

mnnovative tools.

36




Energy

Goal/Action Priority Responsibility Chapter
Reference
Energy Goal Build a sustainable community for current and future generations of Dover residents.

EN 1.1 Consider providing incentives for developments that propose energy conservation | Short Planning Department | Page 25
measures.

EN 1.2 Promote sustamnable development through the aty’s use of recycled materials, Energy | Short City Purchasing Page 25
Star rated products, and sustanable building matenals.

EN 1.3 Encourage the use of local suppliers to mmirmize fuel costs and pollution and promote | Intermediate | City Purchasing Page 25
local job creation.

EN 1.4 Encourage federal, state and regional efforts to increase mfrastructure capaaty for | Intermediate | City Counal Page 25
energy supply, induding pipelines for natural gas.

EN 1.5 Develop an altemative energy ordinance to encourage use of alternate sources of | Intermediate | Energy Comrmussion Page 25

energy, such as solar power.

and Planning
Department
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