Connect the Coast

Linking wildlife across New Hampshire’s seacoast and beyond
(2019)
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Connect the Coast is a modeling/mapping tool that identifies
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prioritized blocks of habitat and important wildlife movement
• Land Use
Management
corridors that together create a connected landscape for
• Land Protection • Mapping Tool
wildlife. Protecting these areas through conservation can help
ensure our native species are able to move over time to
improve adaptability to climate change and habitat fragmentation. This tool also identifies sections of
roads that are high priority crossings areas for wildlife. Note that the project focuses on the
Piscataqua-Salmon Falls watershed of NH.

Key Points:
• Climate change is shifting the distribution of suitable habitat as temperature and precipitation
change. Maintaining a connected habitat corridors is the best way to ensure wildlife species can
move over time to adapt to these changes.
• Nearly 50% of the prioritized habitat blocks for wildlife are preserved while only 13% of important
connecting corridors are protected. Managing both together protects more intact habitat.
• Connect the Coast map information can be accessed on the NH Coastal Viewer under the category
“Environment and Conservation,” with the subheading “Other Wildlife Data.”
• Copies of the map for Dover (in PDF format) are also available at this LINK.
• The model was developed based on habitat needs for 11 focal species to broaden applicability.

Suggested Uses:
• Incorporate Connect the Coast priorities into land use review,
transportation planning/upgrades, municipal planning
documents and identification of land conservation priorities.
• Permanently protect land that will support the network of
connected lands through fee acquisition, conservation
easement, or deed restriction.
• Inform landowners of the connectivity values that their land
provides at both local and regional scales.
• Incorporate best management practices for wildlife road
barrier mitigation at priority road segments.
• See more suggested uses on p. 29.

Find this and other resources on Dover’s Climate Resources Webpage
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